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Lift a bar off the baseline and it stops
measuring an amount. It marks a span instead:
start to finish, low to high, before to after. Both
ends now carry meaning. Priestley’s Chart of
Biography, dated 1765, drew about two
thousand lives this way. He saw value in its
empty stretches too:

“. . . the thin and void places in the chart are,
in fact, no less instructive than the most
crowded” (Joseph Priestley, A Description of a
Chart of Biography, 1765).

Also called: range bar chart, span chart

Variations: Waterfall chart—chain the floats
into a running total. · Gantt chart—run the
floats along time. · Dumbbell chart—thin to a
stem with a dot at each end. · Candlestick
chart—add a wick and an open-to-close body. ·
Ranged dot plot—pale the interval and mark an
estimate with a dot.

From: Column chart
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